
A CRITICAL LINK. 
The Colorado Lottery Division is critical to the administration 
of the entire GOCO program, as well as the Conservation 
Trust Fund and Colorado Parks and Wildlife. The Lottery 
Division is set to expire – unless extended by the Colorado 
Legislature, which during the 2018 session, will consider 
legislation to do just that.

KEEPING COLORADO’S HUNTING AND ANGLING 
HERITAGE STRONG. 
Since 1983, Lottery has returned more than $3 billion in 
proceeds to the people of Colorado for projects in all 64 
counties, more than $1 billion of which has been through 
projects funded by GOCO. Approximately half of GOCO’s 
annual funding is dedicated to Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
for investments in sportsmen priorities, including wildlife 
habitat conservation, improving access to hunting and 
angling opportunities, and getting kids, the next generation 
of hunters and anglers, outdoors. Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
receives no tax-payer dollars from the Colorado General 
Assembly, making GOCO’s financial contributions critical 
to the continued management of wildlife and hunting and 
angling opportunities in our state.

WILDLIFE HABITAT IMPROVEMENT AND 
CONSERVATION.
Colorado is blessed with an abundance of fish and wildlife 
species, making our state an international destination for 
hunters and anglers. GOCO has played a critical role in 
supporting the sportsmen community through investments 

in wildlife habitat. In fact, GOCO’s investment in land 
conservation has resulted in the protection of over one 
million acres of wildlife habitat, while helping Colorado’s 
farmers and ranchers stay on their land. 
 
INCREASED HUNTING AND FISHING ACCESS.
GOCO recognizes the value of hunting and angling in the 
management of Colorado’s wildlife. Since 1992, GOCO has 
contributed over $37 million to help secure nearly 163,000 
acres of public access that increase Colorado’s hunting 
and angling opportunities. They have also made significant 
investments through Colorado Parks and Wildlife to open up 
and restore miles of world-class fishing on rivers and streams 
across the state.
  
GETTING KIDS OUTDOORS.
Perhaps nothing is of greater importance to ensuring the 
future of hunting and angling than investments in recruiting 
the next generation of sportsmen and women. Across 
Colorado, kids are spending less and less time in the 
outdoors. GOCO is investing significantly in reversing that 
trend through programs like hunter and angler education, the 
Schools and Outdoor Learning Environments (SOLE) program 
and the youth internship program.

COLORADO’S LOTTERY WORKS TO PROTECT OUR HERITAGE

FAST FACTS AND 
TALKING POINTS

HISTORY
After Colorado voters approved a state lottery in 1980, the General Assembly created a Lottery 
Division in the State Department of Revenue to administer the program. In 1992, voters adopted 
the Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) amendment to the state constitution, earmarking up to 50% 
of annual Lottery proceeds to the trust.

Urge your Colorado State Senator and State Representative to support the reauthorization of Colorado’s Lottery Division  
today so investments in our hunting and angling heritage can keep Colorado, Colorado.



Colorado Parks and Wildlife receives no general fund or tax 
dollars, and Lottery proceeds make up nearly 20% of the 
agency’s budget. 

Colorado is the only state that distributes 100% of lottery 
proceeds to support outdoor recreation and land 
conservation. Coloradans can be proud!

GOCO’s focus on getting kids outside impacts thousands 
of youth and their families annually. 

13.5 million people visit Colorado’s state parks each year.

Spillover 
funds after 
GOCO cap 
is met go  
to BEST

up to 50%

BEST

40%

10%

Per the constitution, Lottery net proceeds 
are allocated to Colorado state parks 
through Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
to DOLA’s Conservation Trust Fund, 
which allocates funds to eligible local 
governments on a per capita basis, and 
to GOCO. Surplus funds go to the state’s 
school capital construction fund Building 
Excellent Schools Today (BEST).

Conservation Trust Fund


